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English Writing Tutor

The soft pad-pad, tick-tick
of fingertips on the laptop keyboard
comes in bursts.

In the pauses, I sit and wait,
count my breaths,
look out the window,
admire the trees—

anything

to maintain the silence

for a mind thumbing through words and phrases
remembered as heard:

theirs and mines...

Base on my experience, I believe...

could of being me...

Then, nothing—silence.

I ask:
How would you say it in your language?

The answer:
We don't talk about things like this at home.

After the barely-remembered escape,
the refugee camp,
the airplane flight,
middle school, adolescence,
high school,
and now college,
only ten fingertips and a slim laptop
must navigate this no man’s land
between languages, mined with
grammar rules,
cultural taboos,
untranslatables,

plus all the inarticulate yearnings to
fitin,
achieve,
graduate,
get the job,
support, sustain, and please.

Not wanting to
paste my words
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into someone else’s story,
I sit and wait,

check my nails,
contemplate my hands,
turn them over...

No matter whose wrists,
the fingertips are tender pink.
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