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elementary 
she stands in front of me, small-palmed and skull 
burst open. her breath a kite and string cut across 
the world 
    but she stands in front of me and asks for 
a snack. their shirts are both pink and did you know 
that brain matter is actually gray? 
        her foot dangles 
by a thread and i am sewing with a plastic needle, 
the felt beneath my fingers. she beams a mostly-gum 
while i think of teeth 
           against the ground. one among 
many, afraid to flush the toilet for the sound. and yet 
the bombs. 
       their obscenity and cracked against the sky. 
the white sheet, the paper in my hands and the words. 

 

at the end of the world there is a teacher reading a book, 
doing the voices, refusing the shaking of the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Em Roth (they) is an educator and organizer based in Boston. They believe in the promise of liberation and are enamored 
with the strange questions children ask. They have been previously published in ANMLY, beestung, and BRAWL Lit. They 
encourage you to link up with your local mutual aid organization or bail fund if you are moved by their work.  
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