HIST-GA 2606 Human Rights and “Humanitarian” Interventions

Fall 2015
									Wed., 2-4:45  

							

Human rights and "humanitarian" interventions are surrounded by a web of good intentions and contradictions. This course will explore them.  We begin with selected metanarratives about the history of human rights. We will then read some of the founding documents on which human rights theory rests. Defining human rights is difficult, enforcing them even more so, as will be clear when we examine issues of crimes of war, torture, economic and women's rights.  Additional topics include human rights in Eastern Europe and Latin America in the 1970s, bombing civilians, and humanitarian aid.  We conclude by looking at genocide and at liberal interventionism and the Responsibility to Protect in the contemporary Middle East. 

Students are expected to do the reading before each class and write weekly response papers to be posted on Blackboard by 6 pm on the evening before class. Students will write a longer term paper on a topic of their choice.


I. Sept. 2 Introduction

Part I: Origins and Interpretations

II. Sept. 9 International Law and International Governance 
	
*Mark Mazower, Governing the World: the History of An Idea

III. Sept. 16 When and How did Human Rights originate?

Kenneth Cmiel, “The Recent History of Human Rights,” American Historical Review, 109:1 (2004).

Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, “Introduction: Genealogies of Human Rights,” in Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, ed.  Human Rights in the Twentieth Century.  

Lynn Hunt, “The Paradoxical Origins of Human Rights,” in Wasserstrom, et al, Human Rights and Revolution 

Thomas Haskell, “Capitalism and the Origins of Humanitarian Sensibility,” American Historical Review, 90(1985), 339-61, 547-566.


 Eric Weitz, “From the Vienna to the Paris System: International Politics and the Entangled Histories of Human Rights, Forced Deportations, and Civilizing Missions,” American Historical Review 113:5 (2008): 1313-43.

Samuel Moyn,  “Personalism, Community, and the Origins of Human Rights,” in Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, Human Rights in the Twentieth Century   or a newer piece from his book

Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen, http://www.constitution.org/fr/fr_drm.htm 

IV. Sept. 23 Nineteenth Century Humanitarianism and International Law

 *Michael Barnett, Empire of Humanity: a History of Humanitarianism, introduction and chapters 1-4. 

Davido Rodogno, Against Massacre:Humanitarian Interventions in the Ottoman Empire, 1815-1914.   Introduction, chapters 1-4. 

Martii Koskenniemi, The Gentle Civilizer of Nations: the Rise and Fall of International Law, 1870-1960.   Introduction, Chapters 1-2.

V.   Sept. 30 Post World War II Human Right: American and European Inputs, Soviet Responses

Universal Declaration of Human Rights http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/UDHR_Translations/eng.pdf

European  Convention on Human Rights  http://www.echr.coe.int/NR/rdonlyres/D5CC24A7-DC13-4318-B457-5C9014916D7A/0/ENG_CONV.pdf 

Elizabeth Borgwart,  A New Deal for the World, pp. 1-45, 141-93.

Elizabeth Brogwardt, “ ‘Constitutionalizing’ Human Rights: The Rise and Rise of the Nuremberg Principles,” in the Human Rights Revolution, ed by Akira Iriye et al.

Jennifer Amos, “Embracing and Contesting The Soviet Union and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948-1958,” in Stefan-Ludwig Hoffmann, Human Rights in the Twentieth Century 

Mark Philip Bradley,  “Approaching the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,” in the Human Rights Revolution, ed by Akira Iriye et al.

Part II:  Defining and Enforcing Human Rights
 
VI. Oct. 7 Laws of war and war crimes

Geneva Conventions,  http://www.cfr.org/human-rights/geneva-conventions/p8778

Geoffrey Robertson, Crimes Against Humanity, chapters 5-6.  

Isabel Hull A Scrap of Paper: The Making and Breaking of International Law in the Great War, 
 (on line at Bobst or buy Kindle)

VII.  Oct. 14 Laws of War and Bombing Civilians 

*Bombing Civilians, ed. By Yuki Tanaka and Marilyn B. Young
Nick Turse, The Change Face of Empire: Special Ops, Drones, Spies, Proxy Fighters, Secret Bases, and Cyberwarfare, chapters 3 and 6.  
Speech by Harold Koh, advisor to President Obama,  http://www.state.gov/s/l/releases/remarks/139119.htm
Movie:  The Good Kill 
VIII.  Oct. 21 Torture 

UN Convention against Torture http://www.hrweb.org/legal/cat.html
 
Al McCoy, “Torture in the Crucible of Counterinsurgency,” in Iraq and the Lessons of Vietnam,  ed. By Lloyd Gardener and Marilyn B. Young.

Barbara Keys, “Anti-Torture Politics: Amnesty International, the Greek Junta, and the Origins of Human Rights ‘Boom’ in the United States,” in Human Rights Revolution, ed by Akira Iriye et al

Paraguay case: Court ruling plus two articles

http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/rutlj37&id=1&size=2&collection=journals&index=journals/rutlj

http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/rutlj37&id=1&size=2&collection=journals&index=journals/rutlj
		
Documents: Torture Memos.  http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB127/02.01.09.pdf
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB127/02.01.25.pdf
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB127/02.01.26.pdf

Bybee memo

Part III: Human Rights since the 1970s

IX. Oct. 28 Putting economic, social and cultural rights on the agenda

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx 

*Alain Supiot, The Spirit of Philadelphia: Social Justice versus the Total Market

[bookmark: _GoBack]author, “Human Rights and Market Fundamentalism,”  http://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/31206/MWP_LS_Nolan_2014_02.pdf?sequence=1

Articles on the NIEO  Humanity

author, “In Search of Social and Economic Human Rights”  

X. Nov. 4 Women’s Rights as Human Rights

CEDAW, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/text/econvention.htm

Women, Gender and Human Rights, ed. by Marjorie Agosin, essays by Fraser, Dauer, Merry, Gaer, and Afkhami.

Joan Scott, “Symptomatic Politics:The Banning of Islamic Head Scarves in
French Public Schools,” French Politics and Culture, 38 (2005).

Rhonda Copelon, “Surfacing Gender:  Re-engraving Crimes against Women in Humanitarian Law,”  

Amatrya Sen, Development as Freedom, intro, Chapters 8 and 12.   

Jocelyn Olcott, “Cold War Conflicts and Cheap Cabaret: Sexual Politics at the 1975 United National International Women’s Year Conference,” Gender and History 22:3 (Nov 2010). 
Article on microcredit or film clips

Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others”  http://org.uib.no/smi/seminars/Pensum/Abu-Lughod.pdf

XI. Nov. 11 Human Rights and American Foreign Policy 

Samuel Moyn, The Last Utopia, Chapter 4.  

Daniel Thomas, The Helsinki Effect: International Norms, Human Rights and the Demise of Communism Chapters 1-4.

Barbara Keyes, Reclaiming American Virtue, excerpts

James C. Peck, Ideal Illusions, Chapter 2-3.

Brad Simpson, “‘The First Right’:  The Carter Administration, Indonesia, and the Transnational Human Rights Politics of the 1970s,” in Human Rights Revolution, ed by Akira Iriye et al.

Part IV: Responding to Rights Violations. 

XII. Nov. 18 Genocide

UN Convention on Genocide. http://www.hrweb.org/legal/genocide.html

*Ronald Suny, “They Can Live in the Desert but Nowhere Else”: A History of the Armenian Genocide”.

Samantha Powers, The Problem from Hell , chapter 10.

Robertson, Crimes Against Humanity, Chapter 8.

Sunil Khilnani, Review of Gary Bass, the Blood Telegram,

Romeo Dallaire, art or chapter from Shake Hands with the Devil. 

XIII.  Dec. 2  humanitarian aid

Students will choose and report on one of the following:  Doctors Without Borders, Haiti after the earthquake, 1990s famine in Somalia, Hurricane Katrina.

*Michael Barnett, Empire of Humanity:  a History of Humanitarianism, chapters 5-10.

Pierluigi Musaro, “Living in Emergency: Humanitarian Images and the Inequality of Lives,”  
and “Post-Humanitarian Narratives: Politics, Media and the Marketing of Humanitarianism”.

Africa for Norway.  Radi-aid video.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJLqyuxm96k

Didier Fassin, “Humanitarianism as a Politics of Life,” Public Culture, vol. 19.

XIV. Dec. 9 Liberal/humanitartian Interventionism in the Middle East

*Peter van Buren, We Meant Well: How I helped loose the Battle for the Hearts and Minds of the Iraqi People.”

Stephen Wertheim, “A Solution from Hell: the United States and the rise of humanitarian interventionism, 1991-2003, Journal of Genocide Research, 12:34 (Sept. Dec. 2010).

Michael Ignatieff, “The Burden,”  New York Times, 2003.  http://www.nytimes.com/2003/01/05/magazine/05EMPIRE.html?pagewanted=all

Michael Ignatieff, “Getting Iraq Wrong,” New York Times,  2007
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9F01E6DD1E31F936A3575BC0A9619C8B63

Niall Ferguson, The Empire Slinks Back,” New York Times Magazine, 2003. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/04/27/magazine/27EMPIRE.html
International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect: Report of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (http://www.iciss.ca/pdf/Commission-Report.pdf)
Secretary General Ban ki-Moon's Report "Implementing the Responsibility to Protect" (PDF) (http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/%20http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php?module=uploads&func=download&fileId=655)plus 
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