Syllabus

Course: POLS Y380, Section 400, Special Topics in Democratic Government: Human Rights

Instructor: Dr. Steven G. Jones

Office: BS 2010 M

Phone: 278-2539

Email: jonessg@iupui.edu
Office Hours: I am in my office 8:30 AM-5:00 PM. Generally, you can meet with me any time, but please make an appointment first, as I may have other campus duties.

Required Texts: Human Rights in the World Community, Eds. Prichard Pierre Claude and Burns H. Weston (hereafter Claude and Weston); Human Rights in International Relations, 2nd Edition, by David P. Forsythe (hereafter Forsythe); Human Rights in the “War on Terror”. Ed. Richard Ashby Wilson (hereafter Wilson); and supplemental readings as assigned. Supplemental readings will be available through the Oncourse site under the Tools tab.

Description: The study of human rights is by nature interdisciplinary, bringing together elements of philosophy, history, political science, anthropology, and international law. Although our focus will be seen through the political science lens, these other disciplines will appear in our readings, particularly international law. The course is structured around three themes. The first theme has to do with the evolution of human rights’ definitions and practices since the end of World War II. The post-World War II era of human rights significantly expanded the definitions of human rights from an emphasis on political and civil rights, to the articulation of economic and social rights, and more recently to so-called “third generation” rights, which emphasize a variety of collective rights. As definitions of human rights expanded, so too did the laws and institutions designed to protect those rights. During the first half of the course we will focus on that evolution.

The second theme has to do with the impact of the “war on terror” on both the definition and protection of human rights. This issue raises important philosophical and practical matters dealing with state sovereignty, the role of armed, non-state actors, and the degree to which national and international laws and institutions are equipped to support both a nation’s right to self defense and the protection of universal human rights. The issue forces us to ask such questions as

--Do “terrorists” have human rights?

--If so, what human rights’ laws and institutions apply to them?

--Do human rights laws apply only to nation-states, or do they apply to individuals?

--Is there a way to balance the state’s right to defend itself from internal and external terror and the state’s obligations under international human rights laws?

--Should nation-states approach terror from a “law enforcement” approach or from a “war” approach? What’s the difference between those approaches and what impact does that distinction have on human rights protections?

The third theme has to do with the real-world protection of human rights. One component of the laws and institutions designed to protect human rights deals with refugees. Refugees are individuals who enjoy a particular type of legal status due to severe threats to their lives because of civil war or other types of political and civil violence ongoing in their home countries. Under international law, other nation states have legal obligations to provide refugees with safe harbor. We will examine the role of international, national, and non-governmental organizations in protecting refugees through readings, discussions, and service learning. Service learning is a learning activity in which students engage course material through focused community service. For this course, you will provide community service to Exodus Refugee, Inc., a non-profit organization that helps with the resettlement process of refugees who have been relocated to Indianapolis by the U.S. State Department.

Learning Objectives

As a result of this course you will be able to

--Define human rights from a variety of philosophical and legal perspectives;

--Describe the key elements of 1st, 2nd, and 3rd generation human rights;

--Identify the international treaties and institutions designed to protect those rights;

--Describe the interaction of international organizations, national governments, and non-governmental organizations in protecting human rights;

--Explain the political, historical, and social circumstances that contributed to the evolution of human rights;

--Define “refugee” from a human rights perspective;

--Describe the processes by which individuals receive refugee status;

--Describe the role of international governmental organizations (IGOs), national governments, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in assisting refugees;

--Evaluate the work of IGOs, national governments, and NGOs in assisting refugees;

--Explain why refugee assistance is or is not a key element of international human rights protection;

--Explain the impact of the war on terror on contemporary definitions of and protections for international human rights;

--Evaluate the U.S. response to the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks from the perspective of international human rights law.

Course Requirements

What I expect of you: 

Attend class regularly and on time.

Keep up with the assigned readings.

Participate regularly in on-line and in-class discussions. 

Do your own work with academic integrity and in accordance with the university`s Code of Student Rights, Responsibility, and Conduct (see pp. 36-38 of the IUPUI Bulletin, especially the statement on Academic Misconduct). 

Turn assignments in on time. 

Communicate with me if you have questions or problems that affect your work. 

Treat your classmates and community contacts with respect. 

What you can expect of me:

To be prepared for each class period.

To respond promptly to out-of-class communication.

To evaluate your assignments fairly according to transparent evaluation criteria. 

To evaluate your assignments in a timely fashion with meaningful feedback. 

To help you clarify your own thinking without requiring that you accept my views.
 

Assignments and Course Grades
Forum Postings and Class Participation 150 points 18.75% Exams 350 points 43.75% Service-Learning Project 300 points 37.5% 

Discussion Forum/Class Participation: I will post weekly discussion questions based on the readings. You can respond to my initial posting or to each others¿ responses. You will need to make at least two postings each week (with some exceptions, which are noted on the course calendar), one before each class period. Each posting will be worth five points, up to a total of 135 points. The remaining points will be based on your overall preparation and participation in class. 

Exams: There will be two essay exams. The midterm will be worth 150 points and the final will be worth 200 points. 

Service Learning Project: Service-learning is a teaching technique in which course material is explored through individual or group service to a community organization. Each member of the class will provide no less than fifteen hours of service to Exodus Refugee, Inc. Service opportunities with Exodus are described on their webpage, which can be accessed in the Resources section of our Oncourse site.

To connect this project to course material, we will be reading and discussing documents from the United Nations and the U.S. State Department related to refugees and refugee programs. Through our discussions and your written reflections, you will also connect your work with refugees to broader human rights concerns. Your grade for this component of the course will be determined by your participation in the project and by the quality of your reflective essays, guidelines for which are available in the Resources section of the Oncourse site. Your participation and journal grades will be worth up to 300 points. 

Final grades: Final grades will be distributed on a percentage basis. Here is the grading scale 

98-100% A+ 

94-97% A 

90-93% A- 

87-89% B+ 

84-86% B 

80-83% B- 

77-79% C+ 

74-76% C 

70-73% C- 

67-69% D+ 

64-66% D 

60-63% D- 

<60% F

