Appendix 2

POLS 380 Human Rights

Service-learning project with xxxxx
What: Provide a minimum of fifteen service hours to xxxxx. xxxxx provides a variety of programs in furtherance of its mission to “support the victims of persecution, injustice, and war, as they rebuild their lives and regain basic human rights and needs.” (Italics added)  
Why should I provide fifteen hours of service and what does this have to do with this course?

Service learning is a widely recognized teaching strategy that integrates academic study with organized student service.  Classroom study on its own helps students gain some understanding of academic content, but frequently that content remains in the realm of the abstract.  Your service learning experience with xxxxx will make real many of the abstract concepts we will study in this course.  For example, it will allow you to become part of what political scientists refer to as an international regime by participating in an international human rights network—in this case, a network that assists with the relocation and resettlement of families and individuals who face grave physical danger in their own countries and, frequently, from their own governments.  It will also allow you to see firsthand the important role that non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play in implementing national and international policies with respect to nation states’ human rights obligations.  Without having this service learning experience, these highlighted terms would simply be concepts to be studied through lecture and reading, but they would probably not have much personal or emotional significance.  For most, if not all of you, your experience with xxxxx will provide “real” meaning to the words you read and hear as part of the course.
